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(57) ABSTRACT

A turbomachine for an aircraft including a mechanism form-
ing a case fitted in a rear extension of an inner ferrule of an
intermediate casing, and positioned around a central casing.
The mechanism includes a structural upstream ferrule
assembled on the inner ferrule and defining a front portion of
a surface internally delimiting a secondary vein, and a main
case extending on the upstream ferrule towards the rear. The
turbomachine further includes a structural mechanism rigidi-
fying the central casing, surrounded by the case, and extend-
ing towards the rear between the upstream ferrule and the
central casing on which these mechanisms are assembled.

7 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets
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1
DUAL-FLOW TURBOMACHINE FOR
AIRCRAFT, INCLUDING STRUCTURAL
MEANS OF RIGIDIFYING THE CENTRAL
CASING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to a dual-flow tur-
bomachine for aircraft, preferably of the turbojet type.

2. Description of the Related Art

In these turbomachines, a known problem lies in the
deflection of the central casing enclosing the gas generator,
where the consequence of this deflection in the transverse axis
is to accelerate the wear and tear of the compressor’s rotating
blades, and therefore to increase the clearances at the ends of
the blades. The consequence of this effect is a substantial
reduction of the overall efficiency of the turbomachine.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

To address this problem of deflection of the central casing
the invention proposes a dual-flow turbomachine for aircraft
including:

an intermediate casing including an inner ferrule and an

outer ferrule between which structural arms are fitted,
where the inner ferrule has a first surface internally
delimiting an annular secondary vein;

a central casing extending the said intermediate casing

towards the rear; and

means forming a case fitted in the rear extension of the said

inner ferrule of the intermediate casing, and positioned
around the said central casing, where these means have
a second surface internally delimiting the annular sec-
ondary vein positioned in the rear extension of the said
first internal delimitation surface.

According to the invention, the said means forming a case
include firstly a structural upstream ferrule assembled on the
inner ferrule of the intermediate casing, and defining the front
portion of the second internal delimitation surface, and sec-
ondly a main case extending the said upstream ferrule
towards the rear. In addition, the said turbomachine includes
structural means of rigiditying the central casing, surrounded
by the said main case, and extending towards the rear between
the upstream ferrule and the central casing on which these
means are assembled.

The invention consequently proposes a simple, clever and
compact solution enabling the deflection of the central casing
during operation of the turbomachine to be limited, therefore
implying an increase of the turbomachine’s overall perfor-
mance.

According to a first preferred embodiment of the present
invention, the said structural means of rigidifying the central
casing take the form of an open-worked annular structure.

According to a second preferred embodiment of the
present invention, the said structural means of rigidifying the
central casing take the form of multiple connecting rods
spaced circumferentially one from another.

The said structural means of rigidifying the central casing
preferably extend roughly parallel to the lengthways axis of
the turbomachine.

The said main case preferably includes multiple aerody-
namic panels assembled on support struts added at their front
end on to the structural internal ferrule, and at their rear end on
to a support ring located close to a junction between the said
central casing and an exhaust casing which extends it towards
the rear.
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The said structural means of rigidifying the central casing
are preferably assembled on a portion of the latter located in
line with a junction surface between a compressor and a
combustion chamber of the turbomachine.

The turbomachine preferably includes a centrifugal high-
pressure compressor, enabling the central casing, in line with
a downstream end of the compressor, to be moved as far as
possible from the lengthways axis of the engine. This portion
of'the central casing can then, as mentioned above, be used for
connecting the structural rigidification means.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

Other advantages and characteristics of the invention will
appear in the non-restrictive detailed disclosure below.

This description will be made with reference to the
attached illustrations, among which:

FIG. 1 represents a schematic lengthways half-section
view of a dual-flow turbojet for aircraft, according to a first
preferred embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 represents a partial section view showing in detail
the structural means of rigidifying the central casing of the
turbojet shown in the previous figure;

FIG. 3a represents a perspective view of the means forming
a case internally delimiting the secondary vein of the turbojet
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3b represents an exploded view of that of FIG. 3a; and

FIGS. 4 and 5 show views which are respectively similar to
those of FIGS. 2 and 3a, with the turbojet shown in the form
of a second preferred embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

With reference firstly to FIG. 1, an aircraft turbojet 1
according to a first preferred embodiment can be seen. In the
description below, the terms “front” and “rear” must be con-
sidered relative to the forward direction of the aircraft caused
by the thrust of the turbojet, where this direction is repre-
sented schematically by arrow 2. In addition, the terms
“upstream” and “downstream” must be considered relative to
a principal flow direction of the gases within the turbojet,
contrary to the direction of movement 2 of the aircraft.

Turbojet 1, of lengthways axis 4, includes from upstream to
downstream a fan 6, a low-pressure compressor 8, a high-
pressure compressor 10, an annular combustion chamber 12,
ahigh-pressure turbine 14 and a low-pressure turbine 16. The
compressors, the turbines and the combustion chamber con-
stitute the gas generator, which is partly closed by a central
casing centred on axis 4, and which is traversed by a primary
flow Fp of the turbojet.

High-pressure compressor 10 is, in this case, centrifugal,
and therefore includes a centrifugal impeller which, in line
with a downstream end of this impeller, enables central casing
18 to be moved radially as far as possible away from axis 4.
This results in the presence of a portion 18a of the central
casing, located in line with a junction zone 11 between the
centrifugal impeller and combustion chamber 12, which is
therefore radially distant from axis 4, protruding towards the
outside relative to its upstream and downstream adjacent
portions.

This central casing 18 extends towards the rear an interme-
diate casing 20 fitted with a concentric inner ferrule 22 and a
concentric outer ferrule 24, between which structural arms 26
connecting them are fitted. Outer ferrule 24 is located in the
rear aerodynamic extension of fan casing 28, whereas inner
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ferrule 22 is located radially towards the exterior relative to
the front end of central casing 18, attached on to a hub 30 of
the intermediate casing.

In addition, the rear end of central casing 18 is extended by
an exhaust casing 32, downstream from low-pressure turbine
16.

All the abovementioned casings are attached to one
another, in order to form jointly a structure through which
static and dynamic forces transit.

First means 36 forming a case are fitted in the rear aerody-
namic extension of inner ferrule 22, and are positioned
around central casing 18. These means, called inner fan ducts,
have externally an annular surface 37 internally delimiting an
annular secondary vein 38, traversed by secondary flow Fs of
the turbojet. Surface 37 is located in the rear acrodynamic
extension of another surface 39 which is also used to delimit
internally annular secondary vein 38, where this surface 39 is
defined by inner ferrule 22. In addition, downstream from
surface 37 is a mixer 48, the known function of which lies in
mixing the primary Fp and secondary Fs flows.

Annular space 46 left free between central casing 18 and
the first means forming a case acts as a compartment, called a
“core compartment”, in which equipment is fitted.

Second means 41 forming a case are fitted concentrically
and externally to the abovementioned first means 36, in the
rear aerodynamic extension of outer ferrule 24. These means,
called outer fan ducts, have internally an annular surface 42
externally delimiting vein 38. Surface 42 is located in the rear
aerodynamic extension of another surface 43 which is also
used for externally delimiting annular secondary vein 38,
where this surface 43 is defined by outer ferrule 24. These
second means forming a case are preferably attached to
nacelle 50. In addition, they are connected to exhaust casing
32 by multiple connecting rods 52 connected to the casing,
fitted in a transverse plane of the turbojet, and traversing the
said first means 36 forming a case, the connection of which
with mixer 48 is located downstream from these connecting
rods 52.

Concerning first means 36 forming a case, they are broken
down into three axially adjacent portions, where the first
portion is a structural upstream ferrule 54, the second is a
main case 56, preferably non-structural, and the third portion
is an aerodynamic joining ring 58 between main case 56 and
mixer 48.

With reference at present to FIGS. 1 to 3, upstream struc-
tural ferrule 54, which is preferably made of metal, extends
roughly parallel to axis 4, on which it is centred. Its front end
is attached by a flange to the rear end of inner ferrule 22 of the
intermediate casing, such that aerodynamic surface 39 is
located in the forward continuity of front portion 37a of
surface 37 internally delimiting annular secondary vein 38.

For its part, its rear end is attached to the front end of main
case 56, such that aerodynamic surface 37a is located in the
forward continuity of main portion 375 of internal delimita-
tion surface 37, defined by case 56.

In addition, aerodynamic junction ring 58 between main
case 56 and mixer 48 has a front end attached to the rear end
of'main case 56, such that aerodynamic surface 375 is located
in the front continuity of rear portion 37¢ of internal delimi-
tation surface 37, defined by this ring 58. Ring 58 has recesses
59 enabling connecting rods 52 which traverse it to pass
through, in order to connect exhaust casing 32 to second
means 41 forming the outer case.

Aerodynamic surfaces 39, 37a, 375, 37¢ thus form jointly
a continuous surface internally delimiting secondary flow Fs.

With reference more specifically to FIGS. 3a and 34, it can
be seen that main case 56 includes multiple acrodynamic
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panels 60, together with support struts 62 supporting panels
60. There are, for example, four struts 62, distributed at 90°
from one another, and each extending between a front end
assembled securely on the rear end of structural upstream
ferrule 54, and a rear end assembled on a support ring 66
centred on axis 4. This support is around and close to a
junction between central casing 18 and exhaust casing 32,
being connected to it by conventional means, for example of
the pin type, shown schematically and referenced 68 in FI1G.

Each panel 60 is then supported and attached by two
directly consecutive struts 62, respectively in the area of its
two circumferential ends. Its upstream and downstream ends,
for their part, are located in the aerodynamic continuity of
structural upstream ferrule 54 and ring 58, respectively. In
addition, these panels 60, which form aerodynamic surface
37b jointly with the uncovered portions of struts 62, are
preferentially treated acoustically, and have manholes 74 for
access to the equipment of compartment 46. With this regard,
it is desirable for manholes also to be included in struts 62.

One of the features of the present invention lies in the fact
that the turbojet also includes structural means of rigidifying
the central casing, where these means take, in this case, the
form of an open-work annular structure 72. This structure 72
shaped like a ferrule, which extends roughly parallel to axis 4,
is fitted in the rear extension of structural upstream ferrule 54.
As can be seen in FIG. 2, its front end is indeed assembled
securely by flanges bolted on to the rear end of structural
upstream ferrule 54, as is main case 56 which surrounds it.
The proposed design is thus such that structural upstream
ferrule 54, performing aerodynamic and mechanical func-
tions, is divided towards the rear into a main case 56 providing
the continuity of the aerodynamic function, and into an annu-
lar structure 72 providing the continuity of the mechanical
function.

Structure 72 extends towards the rear with a roughly con-
stant diameter which is identical to that of structural upstream
ferrule 54, as far as its rear end assembled securely by bolts on
to annular portion 18a of the central casing, located in line
with junction zone 11 between the centrifugal impeller of
high-pressure compressor 10 and combustion chamber 12.
This annular rigidification structure 72 is therefore at a sub-
stantial radial distance from axis 4, enabling it to be subjected
only to minor thermal stresses.

Perforations 74 in the form of manholes can be made in this
structure, again so as to allow access to the equipment of
compartment 46.

With this design, substantial forces can transit in succes-
sion through hub 30, structural upstream ferrule 54, annular
rigidification structure 72, and central casing 18, thus giving
the central casing a mechanical resistance to the high deflec-
tion.

According to a second preferred embodiment shown in
FIGS. 4 and 5, the sole modification made compared to the
first embodiment described above lies in the design of the
structural rigidification means, which in this case take the
form of multiple connecting rods 172 spaced circumferen-
tially one from another, and each roughly parallel to axis 4.

Naturally, various modifications can be made by the skilled
man in the art to the invention which has just been described,
solely as non-restrictive examples.

The invention claimed is:

1. A dual-flow turbomachine for an aircraft comprising:

an intermediate casing including an inner ferrule and an
outer ferrule between which structural arms are fitted,
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wherein the inner ferrule includes a first internal delimi-
tation surface internally delimiting an annular secondary
vein;

a central casing extending the intermediate casing rear-
ward; and

means forming a case fitted in a rear extension of the inner
ferrule of the intermediate casing, and positioned around
the central casing, wherein the means includes a second
internal delimitation surface internally delimiting the
annular secondary vein positioned in the rear extension
of the first internal delimitation surface;

wherein the means forming a case includes a structural
upstream ferrule assembled on the inner ferrule of the
intermediate casing, and defining a front portion of the
second internal delimitation surface, and a main case
extending the upstream ferrule towards the rear,

wherein the turbomachine further comprises structural
means for rigidifying the central casing, surrounded by
the main case, and extending rearward between the
upstream ferrule and the central casing on which the
structural means for rigidifying the central casing is
assembled, and

wherein the structural means for rigidifying the central
casing extends roughly parallel to a lengthways axis of
the turbomachine, from a front end of the structural
means for rigidifying the central casing assembled
securely to a rear end of the structural upstream ferrule,
to a rear end of the structural means for rigidifying the
central casing assembled securely to the central casing.
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2. A turbomachine according to claim 1, wherein the struc-
tural means for rigidifying the central casing is in a form of an
open-worked annular structure.

3. A turbomachine according to claim 1, wherein the struc-
tural means for rigidifying the central casing is in a form of
multiple connecting rods spaced circumferentially one from
another.

4. A turbomachine according to claim 1, wherein the main
case includes multiple aerodynamic panels assembled on
support struts added at front ends thereof on to the structural
upstream ferrule, and at rear ends thereof on to a support ring
located close to a junction between the central casing and an
exhaust casing that extends the central casing rearward.

5. A turbomachine according to claim 1, wherein the struc-
tural means for rigidifying the central casing is assembled on
a portion of the central casing located in line with a junction
zone between a compressor and a combustion chamber of the
turbomachine.

6. A turbomachine according to claim 1, further compris-
ing a centrifugal high-pressure compressor.

7. A turbomachine according to claim 1, wherein the struc-
tural upstream ferrule extends roughly parallel to the length-
ways axis of the turbomachine, from a front end of the struc-
tural upstream ferrule attached to a rear end of the inner
ferrule of the intermediate casing to the rear end of the struc-
tural upstream ferrule.

#* #* #* #* #*
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